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Glasgow 

(S)miles Better 
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 Glasgow on the River Clyde has very 
ancient origins. Its ancient cathedral, 
consecrated on 6th July 1197, is dedicated to 
Glasgow's patron saint, St Mungo (or 
Kentigern) who established a church on the 
site at the beginning of the 6th century and 
was buried there around the year 612. The 
present structure was built in the 12th and 
13th centuries and is a superb example 
mediaeval architecture.  

Glasgow University was founded in 1451 
and is the 4

th
 oldest university in Britain. 

Nearby, Strathclyde University was founded in 
1796.  

  
Glasgow was mapped by Timothy Pont in 

1600.  
A century later and a century later by 

John Slezer it is was small market town and 
remained so until about the 1830’s.   

 

About the 1840’s Glasgow underwent a 
remarkable transformation as it embraced the 
industrial revolution which caused a great shift 
of the population from the countryside to the 
entirely new forms of work in factories. Of 
course, the new order required many 
workmen, educators and above all inventors 
and geniuses of the highest order – in short, to 
invent way an industrial society should work.  

Dr. Arthur Herman’s book ‘How Scot’s 
Invented the Modern World: The true Story of 
How Western Europe’s Poorest Nation 
Created our World and everything in It.’ 
reveals why Glasgow’s grew so quickly as the 
leader of the industrial revolution which 
required an entirely new social and economic 
system. In Herman’s view,”…being Scottish is 
more than just a matter of nationality or place 
of origin or clan or even culture. It is also a 
state of mind, a way of viewing the world and 
our place in it. This Scottish mentality was a 
deliberate creation, although it was conceived 
by many minds and carried out by many hands. 
At the forefront was the invention of the steam 
engine by James Watt and Robert Napier and 
the steam hammer by James Naysmith. To 
develop and manufacture these marvelous 
machines Glasgow’s required vast deposits of 
coal, lead, and iron ore – which fortunately, 
there was ample supply close by.  
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Further development of steam engines, 
led to a manufacturing industry based mainly 
on the Railway 
Locomotives and 
Shipbuilding other 
steam-powered 
engines Glasgow’s 
motto is “Let 
Glasgow Flourish” 
and flourish it did. 
So that between 
1750 and 1821 
Glasgow's 
population grew 
from 32,000 to 
about 150,000 and 
easily overtook Edinburgh as the leading and 
largest commercial and industrial city in 
Scotland. In fact, Glasgow’s "Clyde-Built” was 
and, in many respects still is, the gold standard 
for heavy duty mechanical engineering, 
shipbuilding and locomotives. To be fair there 
were many Scots whose genius is not 
necessarily associated with Glasgow but had a 
profound impact on civilization and/or whose 
inventions are so common place we take them 
for granted. To emphasize that point, there’s a 
famous prose published in 1979 by T. Anderson 
Cairns, a physiologist born in Rutherglen, 
Lanarkshire:- 

 
WHA’S LIKE US? 

DAMN FEW AND THEIR A’ DIED! 
The average Englishman in the home he calls 
his castle slips into his national costume, a 
shabby raincoat, patented by Chemist Charles 
Macintosh from Glasgow, Scotland. 
En-route to his office he strides along the 
English lane, surfaced by John Macadam of Ayr, 
Scotland. 
He drives an English car fitted with tyres 
invented by John Boyd Dunlop, Veterinary 
Surgeon of Dreghorn, Scotland. 
At the office he receives the mail bearing 
adhesive stamps invented by John Chalmers, 
Bookseller and Printer of Dundee, Scotland. 
During the day he uses the telephone invented 
by Alexander Graham Bell, born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. At home in the evening his daughter 

pedals her bicycle invented by Kirkpatrick 
Macmillan, Blacksmith of Thornhill, and 
Dumfriesshire, Scotland. 
He watches the news on television, an 
invention of John Logie Baird of Helensburgh, 
Scotland, and hears an item about the U.S. 
Navy founded by John Paul Jones of Kirkbean, 
Scotland. 
Nowhere can an Englishman turn to escape the 
ingenuity of the Scots. 
He has by now been reminded too much of 
Scotland and in desperation he picks up the 
Bible, only to find that the first man mentioned 
in the good book is a Scot, King James VI, who 
authorized its translation. 
He could take to drink but the Scots make the 
best in the world. 
He could take a rifle and end it all, but the 
breech-loading rifle was invented by Captain 
Patrick Ferguson of Pitfours, Scotland. 
If he escaped death, he could find himself on an 
operating table injected with penicillin, 
discovered by Sir Alexander Fleming of Darvel, 
Scotland, and given chloroform, an anesthetic 
discovered by Sir James Young Simpson, 
Obstetrician and Gynecologist of Bathgate, 
Scotland. 
Out of the anesthetic he would find no comfort 
in learning that he was as safe as the Bank of 
England founded by William Paterson of 
Dumfries, Scotland. 

Perhaps his only remaining hope would be 
to get a transfusion of guid Scottish blood 
which would entitle him to ask: "Wha's Like 
Us?"  
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 The Steam Engine 
Henry Bell (1767-

1830) and his pioneering 
steamship, The Comet,  

In 1814, David 
Napier (Robert Napier’s 
cousin) built a foundary at 
Camlachie (where Gen. James 

Wolfe had a house) where he 

produced his first marine engine a 20 hp. He 
built the 60ft long wooden hulled Marion at 
Dumbarton and installed his new engine in it. 
Napier first sailed her on the Clyde In 1817, and 
the following year on Loch Lomond where 
there was no steamships. These early 
steamships not paved the way for the Clyde’s 
place as a world centre of shipbuilding and 
marine engineering.  

These and other early Glasgow 
steamships were put in service on Loch 
Lomond, Loch Tay and Loch Earn. The 
steamship service was linked to scenic railway 
routes with convenient train stations at Balloch 
(Loch Lomond) Callander (Loch Katrine) , 
Kinlochearn (Loch Earn)  and Killin/Kenmore 
(Loch Tay), respectively. These literally 
spawned the highland tourism industry. Today, 
only survivor is the newly refurbished century-
old SS Sir Walter Scott. 

Getting the SS Sir Walter Scott onto Loch 
Katrine was quite a challenge. What they did  
was dismantle the boat into sections and 
transport them by horse and cart from 
Inversnaid Pier, up the very steep and twisted 
coach road onto Glen Arklet, and onto  
Stronachlachar where it was re-assembled 
beside a crude pier beside Loch Katrine.   

Like any large city that grew too large for 
it boots, so to speak, Glasgow had a reputation  

 
 

Top-bottom: The Comet (1812), The Marion 

(1817), Sir Walter Scott (1908)  Rob Roy(1818) 
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There’s no finer way than to appreciate the beauty of the Firth of Clyde than to sail on the PS 
Waverley, built in 1946/7 from Glasgow to Largs in the last operational sea-going paddle steamer 
service in the world.  In this photo is approaching Largs pier having sailed from Glasgow Docks. The 
steamer is beautiful, sleek and very quiet.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Glasgow is well served by efficient and comfortable transportation service by 

ferry, train, subway and bus. 
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 Around 1941, the Robertson family 
moved from Glen Arklet to 18 Elmbank 
Crescent, Glasgow first to a top floor flat and 
later to a ground floor flat with a fine, spacious 
walled garden.   

This was and still is a desirable 
neighbourhood and most of the Crescent was 
taken up by professionals such as 
doctors/dentists surgeries, insurance agents, 
brokers, accountants and the like. For example, 
from 1914 -1919 the School Board of Glasgow 
Treatment Centre, a dental clinic, leased a 
private house at 35 Elmbank Crescent from the 
North British Railway. A dispensary instituted 
in 1872 was reorganized as the Hospital and 
Dispensary for Diseases of the Ear in 1880. In 
1905 its name was changed to Glasgow Ear, 
Nose and Throat Hospital. In 1926 the Hospital 
moved from Elmbank Crescent.  

The building with the Baroque 
architecture on the corner of Elmbank Crescent 
and Elmbank Street was the Institute of 
Shipbuilding and engineering 
which the famous the famous 
Scottish-American preacher 
Peter Marshal attended. He is 
best known from the movie ‘A 
Man Called Peter’ The institute 
is now the offices of Scottish 
Opera. On the other side of the 
road is North Street railway 
station where coal fired steam engine 
locomotives belched huge clouds of black 
smoke.  It is now served by Diesel engine 
commuter trains. 

Opposite the railway station was the 
magnificent Mitchell Library joined to the St. 
Andrews Hall – one of Glasgow’s the premier 
concert hall/playhouse. They were built 
between 1873 and 1877 by James Sellars. The 
Hall took up an entire city block with the main 
entrance on Granville Street with four 
magnificent sculpture groups by John 
Mossman. The building cost more than 
£100,000 and contained three major and 
several minor halls, plus a ball room. The Grand 
Hall could hold 4000 people.  By 1890 it was 
sold to Glasgow Corporation for just under 
£40,000 and the halls later played host to such 

companies as the Scottish National Orchestra, 
Scottish Opera Scottish Ballet and BBC Scottish 
Symphony. In 1962 St. Andrews Hall was 
gutted by fire, with only the front exterior 
façade surviving. 
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Although the Mitchel library was joined to 
St Andrews it was saved from the fire. After 
restoration of the St. Andrews Hall facade, and 
considerable restructuring, it all became the 
Mitchell. 

The photos show the changes of the 
Mitchell Library from c1950 to 2009.  Children 
about 10 years old were allowed in the library, 
providing they could read, kept as quiet as the 
library mouse, and minded their manners. On 
cold wet day with a pea soup fog, the spacious 
and warm ‘Mitchell’ was the place to be.   

In 1950’s there was no such thing as a 

library card. However, as an infrequent user of 
the library by mail and internet I was finally 
given a library card in 2007 renewed in 2011 to 
access the libraries internet service. They have 
superb cafeteria. Now that is premier service!  

The top-left photo is the view of the 
library from our abode on Elmbank Crescent.  
The top right photo I took in 2007 In the middle 
is reading room in 1950 and 2007. The bottom 
is of course is recent spectacular lighting that 
highlights the Mitchel’s architecture. A great 
library inside and out! 
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Until the 1980’s Glasgow suffered from a 
reputation as a hard-drinking, gang-ridden, 
working-class town. So, in 1983, Michael Kelly, 
then Lord Provost of Glasgow, started a 
campaign that focused on the cultural richness 
of the city, its environment (Glasgow has more 
parkland per head of population than any other 
city in Europe), its mild climate and its vibrant 
enterprise. The result was a remarkable change 
insofar as Glasgow began to view itself from 
the outside as a happy and progressive city. 
Then iconic Mr. Happy from the Mr. Men 
children's books appeared on 
posters and badges alongside 
the slogan ‘Glasgow’s Miles 
Better’; which in later 
campaigns became ‘Glasgow 
(S)miles Better.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today the city beckons tourists from all 
over the world. Glasgow's art treasures are 
world renowned and most of the city's 
museums and art galleries offer free entrance 
to view their treasures. The city boasts a fine 
Concert Hall, International Conference Centre, 
Science Centre, Sports Arena and shops rivaling 
the best in the land. All this combined with 
Glasgow's unique friendliness and hospitality 
makes the city a favourite destination for 
visitors from all nations. 
 The campaign, needless to say gave new 
impetus to Glasgow’s 
motto’ on its coat-of-
arms:-  
‘Let Glasgow Flourish.’ 
And flourishing it 
certainly has as the 
photos show.  

Top: St. George’s Square and Glasgow City Hall, Middle: Kelvingrove Art Gallery, Bottom: 

Shoppers paradise along Sauchiehall Street and West Nile Street.    
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Top: Sandy Robertson of Leith and Sandy Robertson of Glen Arklet. Lunch served from a Police box, Glasgow 

Botanical Garden. The Duke of Wellington, Fountain and Winter Garden on Glasgow Green. 
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A sample of Glasgow’s modern architecture 
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  The fabulous ne Transport Museum by the River Clyde 
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The Transport museum has fine collection 

Argyll cars from the very early days of car 

manufacturing. Argyll motors was founded 

by the engineer Alex Govan in 1899. The 

original factory was in Bridgetown Glasgow 

where it produced the first Volturette (top-

right photo). Later, as Argyll Motors, the 

built the most beautiful car factory in the 

world at Alexandria on the south shore of 

Loch Lomond for which there was (and still 

is, one of the most popular postcards).The 

last car was produced in 1928 although and 

factory closed, although the company as 

Argyll Motors existed until 1932. They 

produced some of the finest, and most 

expensive and fastest cars in the world.    
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Top: the science and museum centres on the River Clyde where the industrial 
revolution was born. Bottom: Geraldine playing the invisible harp in science 
centre.  
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The revitalization of Glasgow’s Architecture preserves the ol – like St. Enoch’s Subway station – while 

the Clydeside gets a complete over hall  
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Glasgow Green is famous as an international show place and park and also its magnificent Winter Garden 

with the world’s largest Terra Cotta fountain. 
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 Govan Old Parish Church was founded by 
St. Constantine I, reputedly King of the Scots 
from 863 to 877 who became a monk founded 
the church. The church has one of the largest 
collections of stone sculptures 27 Celtic crosses 
and 5 hogback gravestones, and the beautiful 
sarcophagus of St. Constantine I. Their 
sculptural styles reflect Cumbrian, Pictish, 
Viking, Scottish, Irish and Saxon styles dating 
back to the 9

th
 and 10

th
 centuries. The 

sarcophagus shows an armoured horseman out 
hunting stags with his dogs, which are well 
known symbols for Royal hunting scenes.  

 The ‘Hog Backs’ are recumbent 
gravestones about 2m long and represent a 
high-status secular burial ground in a time 
when Govan was an important crossing point 
on the River Clyde. At this time Govan was not 
just the pre-eminent religious centre, it was 
also the largest centre in Europe for the 
production of stone carved Celtic crosses and 
tombstones – Christian and Viking.   

About AD 865, Constantine I allied 
himself to Olaf the Viking King of Dublin us. 
Olaf was married to Aud the Deep-minded the 
famous settler of Hvammur, west Iceland, 

whose family controlled the Hebrides. 
Together, Olaf & Constantine achieved the 
near impossible by capturing of Dumbarton 
Rock then the royal seat of the Strathclyde 
Britons. 

 
 
 
 
 

They laid siege to the impenetrable rock 
fortress of Dumbarton for four months; but the 
starving Britons held out, i.e., until the 
fortress's well dried up. At that point the 
Vikings broke in, plundering its treasures and 
taking a 'great host' of Britons to Ireland as 
slaves on a fleet of 200 ships. The taking of 
Dumbarton Rock made Olaf famous in Icelandic 
Sagas as the "greatest warrior-king in the 
Western Sea"  
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Pollock House 
Sir John Stirling Maxwell (1866-1956) 10

th
 

Baron of Pollock owned Pollock House. As 
discussed in chapter 2, Sir John, (mentioned on 
pp21) also owned Corrour Estate where forest 
training course. He served as Chairman 
Forestry Commission from 1929-32. 

Sir John was very active in local and 
national affairs. He  Conservative MP for the 
College Division of Glasgow, 1895-1906; 
Besides forestry, he was chairman of several 
national institutions including the Ancient 
Monuments Board and the Royal Fine Art 
Commission for Scotland and a founder 
member in 1931 (and later President) of the 
National Trust for Scotland. He was a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Company of Archers 
and an active Freemason.. 

After his death in 1956, Sir John's 
daughter Anne gave Pollok House and several 
acres of the Pollok estate to the City of 
Glasgow.  

Pollock Garden and Country Park is a very 
pleasant to spend a day.  Situated on the 
estate is the world-famous Burrell Collection 
housed in a beautiful building lined with large 
glass windows that blends well with the 
landscape 

The collection is named after its donor, 
the shipping magnate Sir William Burrell. It’s 
one of the greatest collections ever created by 
one person, comprising over 8000 objects. On 
display range are works by major artists 
including Rodin, Degas and Cézanne, and very 
important examples of late medieval art, 
Chinese and Islamic art, Ancient Civilizations 
and much, much more.  
 

Alexander 
Robertson 


